PROCEDURES

During the MEG measurement, you will be sitting in a magnetically shielded room with your head supported against the helmet shaped bottom of the magnetometer, holding 306 superconducting sensors. Before the measurements, 4–5 small coils will be taped on your skin and a digitizer will be used to measure the location of these coils with respect to specific points on your head. Small currents will be passed through the coils once you are in the instrument; this will allow us to position each coil with respect to the sensors and to align the MEG and MRI coordinate systems. The sensors will record your brain activity while you are performing different tasks. For example, you may look at pictures shown on a screen or you may feel tactile stimuli on your palm/fingers. You may be asked to make judgements about the stimuli by pressing buttons on a handheld response device. You will be asked to sit still during the entire measurement since movements will interfere with getting accurate data.

RISKS

There are no known or foreseeable risks or side effects associated with conventional MEG recordings. However, you may become uncomfortable from having to sit still throughout these recordings.

